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Summary. The presence of Heterophysa dumetorum (Geyer, 1834) in Italy is confirmed, whereas Phytometra 
sanctiflorentis (Boisduval, 1834) is to be definitively excluded from the list of the Italian fauna. 

Zusammenfassung. Das Vorkommen von Heterophysa dumetorum (Geyer, 1834) in Italien wird besta- 
tigt. Phytometra sanctiflorentis (Boisduval, 1834) wurde aufgrund einer Fehlbestimmung fur Italien 
gemeldet und ist damit nicht fur die Fauna Italiens bekannt. 

Resume. La presence en Italie de Heterophysa dumetorum (Geyer, 1834) est confirmee, alors que 
Phytometra sanctiflorentis (Boisduval, 1834) est a exclure definitivement de la faune italienne. 


The examination of the original material, preserved in the collections Attilio Fiori 
(Museo Civico di Storia Naturale of Milan) and Roger Verity (Museo Zoologico de 
“La Specola” of Florence), has allowed to confirm the presence of Heterophysa 
dumetorum in Italy and to exclude Phytometra sanctiflorentis definitively from the 
list of the Italian fauna. 


Phytometra sanctiflorentis (Boisduval, 1834) 

Verity (1905) recorded the presence of Prothymnia sanctiflorentis , “new species for 
Italy”, on the coast of Tuscany at Forte dei Marmi. This only record is taken up by 
Mariani (1941-43), who reports it for Tuscany. Raineri & Zilli (1995) and Nowacki & 
Fibiger (1996) raised doubts about its presence in Italy. In the Verity collection there 
are three specimens determined as belonging to this species, one of which was caught 
at Forte dei Marmi in September 1903. They completely lack the red colour, which is 
generally present in Phytometra viridaria (Clerck 1759), but they lack the other char¬ 
acteristics typical of P. sanctiflorentis : brown median shade of fore wing more perpen¬ 
dicular, less slanted, reniform stigma lighter than the ground colour and marked by two 
overlapping blackish spots, etc. Therefore they are specimens of P. viridaria which can 
be attributed to f.fusca Tutt, 1892, as recorded by Berio (1991). 

According to Calle (1982) P sanctiflorentis is endemic to the Iberian peninsula where 
it is recorded from Spain and Portugal (Nowacki & Fibiger 1996). It is to be defini¬ 
tively excluded from the Italian fauna. 


Heterophysa dumetorum (Geyer, [1834]) 

Costantini (1922) signalled the presence of Luperina dumetorum Hb.-Geyer in central 
Italy, on the basis of a specimen collected by Attilio Fiori at Arapietra (on the northern 
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slope of Gran Sasso, in Abruzzo) on 27 July 1898 (Turati det.). The record, however, 
was ignored by the following faunal catalogues and neither Mariani (1941-43), nor 
Raineri & Zilli (1995), nor Nowacki & Fibiger (1996) reported the species as present in 
Italy. The above mentioned specimen is stored in the Fiori collection: besides the label 
with the place and date of collection (the same reported by Costantini), it bears another 
label written by Boursin, who confirmed the previous determination by Turati. The 
determination was further confirmed by examination of the male genital armature, which 
is depicted in Calle (1982). 

The species is also known from Spain and France (Nowacki & Fibiger, 1996). Outside 
Europe, H. dumetorum is represented by the subspecies mutica (Christoph, 1885), 
which is distributed in Anatolia, Caucasus, Transcaucasia, Armenia, Turkestan, and 
Mazandaran. 


Acknowledgements 

I would like to thank for their collaboration the curators of Museo Zoologico de ”La Specola” of 
Florence and of Museo Civico di Storia Naturale of Milan and Dr. Alberto Zilli, of Museo Civico di 
Zoologia of Rome. 


References 

Berio, E. 1991. Fauna d’Italia. Lepidoptera. Noctuidae. II. Sezione Quadrifide. - Calderini, Bologna. 
708 p., 16 pis. 

Calle, J. A. 1982. Noctuidos Espanoles - Boletin del Servicio contra Plagas e Inspection Fitopatologica, 
fuera de serie n.° 1, Madrid. 430 p. 

Costantini, A. 1922. Lepidoptera pro fauna italica nova, additis specierum formarumque novarum 
descriptionibus. I. - Neue Beitr. syst. Insektk. 2: 97-101. 

Culot, J. 1914-17. Noctuelles et Geometres d’Europe. Premiere Partie. Noctuelles. Vol. II. - Reprint 
edition 1986, Apollo Books, Svendborg, 243 p., 43 pis. 

Fibiger, M. & H. Hacker 1990. Systematic List of the Noctuidae of Europe - Esperiana 2: 1-109. 

Mariani, M. 1941-43. Fauna Lepidopterorum Italiae. Parte I. Catalogo ragionato dei Lepidotteri d’Italia. 
- G. Sci. nat. econ. Palermo 42 (1940-41): 1-237. 

Nowacki, J. & M. Fibiger 1996. Noctuidae. In: Karsholt, O. & J. Razowski (eds.), The Lepidoptera of 
Europe. - Apollo Books, Steenstrup, 251-293. 

Raineri, V. & A. Zilli 1995. Lepidoptera Noctuoidea. In: Minelli, A., Ruffo, S. & La Posta, S. (eds.), 
Checklist delle specie della fauna italiana 91 - Calderini, Bologna, 43 p. 

Verity, R. 1905. Elenco di Lepidotteri raccolti sul littorale del lucchese (Forte dei Marmi). - Bull. Soc. 
ent. ital. 36 (1904): 123-170. 



